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National Community College Month

FA
C
T
S
about two-year colleges
Community colleges are two-year colleges whose mission is to provide broad access
to higher education and a skilled workforce for employers. Community colleges
share a philosophy and commitment to serving all segments of society by offering
low tuition, open admission, extra academic support for under-prepared students,
flexible schedules convenient for adults, and a range of personal support services.

THERE ARE more than 1,100 public and private, regionally accredited
two-year institutions in the United States.
COMMUNITY COLLEGES enroll 44 percent of the nation’s
undergraduates and 45 percent of all first-time freshmen.
COMMUNITY COLLEGES confer more than 450,000 associate degrees
each year, and nearly 200,000 two-year certificates.
THE AVERAGE age of community college students is 29.
COMMUNITY COLLEGES enroll approximately 5.4 million credit
students and an estimated 5 million people in non-credit courses designed
for worker training, personal enrichment and lifelong learning.
65 % OF NEW HEALTH CARE workers get their education at
community colleges.
95 % OF BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS who use them say
they would recommend community college workforce education and
training programs.

Source: American Association of Community Colleges

National Community College Month

FAC T S
about Maine’s Technical Colleges
• MAINE’S SEVEN TECHNICAL COLLEGES enrolled over 6,400
degree-seeking students in Fall 2001, an increase of 78% since 1989, and
the 14th straight year of enrollment growth.
• THE TECHNICAL COLLEGES enrolled 8,927 credit students—both
degree and non degree—last fall. The technical colleges served nearly
10,000 people last year in non-credit courses and workshops.
• 18% OF TECHNICAL COLLEGE STUDENTS are pursuing degrees
in information technology, 15% in business and office administration, and
14% in health care related programs.
• THE TECHNICAL COLLEGES offer more than 230 certificate, diploma
and associate degree programs in the state’s key industries, including
health care, computer technology, behavioral health, education, business
services, marine fields, electronics, precision manufacturing, tourism, pulp
and paper, and others.
• IN 1999, THE TECHNICAL COLLEGES began offering an Associate
in Arts degree—a liberal studies transfer program. Like career programs,
the AA degree is a core offering of community colleges.
• MAINE’S SEVEN TECHNICAL COLLEGES and ten off-campus
centers are within 25 miles of 92% of Maine’s population. The off-campus
centers are located in East Millinocket, Ellsworth, Belfast, South Paris, Van
Buren, Caribou, Houlton, Machias, Bridgton and Dover-Foxcroft. An 11th
center is being established in Bath.
• 95% OF TECHNICAL COLLEGE GRADUATES gain employment or
continue their education following graduation. Of those graduates that
enter jobs, 96% go to work in Maine.
• 96% OF FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS are Maine residents.
• THE TECHNICAL COLLEGES offer the lowest tuition in Maine: $68
per credit hour. To ensure that Maine people have affordable access to
college, the Maine Technical College System has frozen tuition for the past
three years.

